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NEWSLETTER BY
EMAIL

In our attempt to save
the expense of paper,
ink, and postage, we are
trying to send as many
district newsletters out
by email. Effective Janu-
ary |, 2010 all church
officers that we have
email addresses for will
receive their district
newsletters via email. If
you would prefer them
via US mail or if you're
receiving it by US mail
and would prefer it by
email, please contact
the district office.
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From Our District Superintendent

Dear friends,

Message
A new decade. Yes, it is true. It was not long ago (it seems) that
we were so worried about Y2K. The year 2000 was going to mess
all that was organized in the world, the electric grid, the phones, cell
phoRed, computers, including our personal computers. Oh my, what
was a person to do! Well, we made it. And now we have another

decade to begin.

God has blessed us in so many ways. Our churches have participated in district train-
ing and planning for the coming year. We are all getting plans set for Lent and Easter.
And all along, we have to remember that the world needs us and the good news we

have to share. It is because of the embodiment of the good news of Jesus, from birth

to the cross and resurrection, that we can share blessings for a hurting world.

| am so proud to serve on such a great district. FOR THE FIFTH YEAR IN A ROW,
THE ROANOKE DISTRCIT HAS PAID 100% OF THE ASKINGS FROM THE DE-
NOMINATION AND THE ANNUAL CONFERENCE! This shows your unwavering
prayer life and commitment to those beyond your doors. Now let’s keep going in this

decade and be sure that we share the good news with the hurting world.
Peace always to each of you as leaders of the Roanoke District.

Steve Hundley

Bl

Watkins, executive director
of Caretakers of God’s

Creation, at (804) 612-1841
or email CaretakersOfGod-

Ever wonder where your  churches.
faith fits into environ-
mental stewardship? This
convocation is a chance to
join with other United
Methodists to discuss why
creation care should be
incorporated into our
faith. It will also provide
educational opportunities
for participants to incor-
porate elements of crea-
tion care into their home

This convocation will be
held Saturday, February
27, from 9:00 am to 3:00
pm at River Road UMC,
8800 River Rd., Richmond.
Cost to attend is $25.
Mark your calendars and
plan to attend.

sCreation@cavtel.net.

Caretakers
For more information,
contact the Rev. Pat

SHOP6S CONVOCARI @& FOR GODGO6S CREATI
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District Events & News:

V The Roanoke District Minis-
ters Association will meet Sat-
urday, Feb. 6, at Northview

UMC at 9: 00 am.
Hot Topic wildl
i shmento Be su

Danny Kesler

bearchrist@tds.net by Feb. 3.

V The General Board of Disci-
pleship will be hosting a Chil-
drends Ministry
ary 23-25 in Raleigh, NC. Go to
www.gbod.org/cmf for more
information. If you are inter-
ested in attending, please con-
tact Susan Wagner at 977-4212
or susan@bonsackumc.org to
ride together.

V VA Conference 2010 Lay Min-
istries Academy will be held
February 26-28 at VUMAC.
Brochures and registration forms
are located at vaumc.org/events

V The Youth Spring Retreat  will
be held at Eagle Eyrie March 26
-29. Registration will be avail-
able early February.

V The Youth Spring Praise Ser-
vice will be held May 2 at Cave
Spring UMC. The youth groups
are being asked to participate in
a food drive the week before.

V New Mailing Addresses: VA
UM Conference Center is P.O.
Box 5606, Glen Allen, VA
23058; Conference Treasurer,
P.O. Box 5605, Glen Allen, VA
23058.

Ash Wednesday
February 17, 2010
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DISTRICT YOUTH DAY OF LOVER FEBRUARY 14TH

On Valentine’s day, we are asking all
district youth groups to be out serving
and sharing love. We ask that each
youth group find some local service
project in your community and spend
that Sunday afternoon sharing love. It
can be anything you choose - random
acts of kindness, visiting the elderly,
serving the poor or homeless, carrying
shopping bags or anything your group
can think of. We know that one group
is going to a nursing home and another

is handing out lunches to homeless
folks. Be creative. There is an
opportunity for one group to go to the
Rescue Mission early that afternoon
and clean the parking lots (call Tim
Craft, if you are interested in that pro-
ject). Document your project through
pictures and then come share those
with us at our spring praise service
scheduled on May 2 at Cave Spring
UMC. If you have questions, please

contact Tim Craft at 540-819-9386.

ART OF CENTERING PRAYER WORKSHOP

The Art of Centering Prayer Work-
shop will be held at Cave Spring United
Methodist Church on Saturday, March
6, 2010, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm.
Centering Prayer is a method of prayer
which prepares us to receive the gift of
contemplative prayer. This prayer of
silence consists of responding to the
Spirit of Christ by consenting to God’s
presence and action within. For those
who are new to this form of prayer the

Workshop covers the basics of Center-
ing Prayer. Six follow-up sessions will
be held on Thursday evenings. The
Workshop will be led by presenters
who are trained and commissioned by
Contemplative Outreach, Ltd. You are
cordially invited to attend. Registration
forms are available by calling Cave
Spring UMC at 989-3673. For more
information, contact Elizabeth Martin at
989-5790.

RELAY FOR LIFE EVENTS

This is a great opportu-
nity for churches to be
involved in community
events that show part-
nerships in working with
health issues. The
American Cancer Soci-
ety has several Relay for
Life events in our imme-
diate area. These events
are a 24 hour event of
walking for a cure. This

for cancer.

2010!

ship and getting to know
people while together
you are fighting for a cure

Sign up a church team
and Relay with us in

Vinton Relay for Life
April 16-27,2010
www.VintonRelay.org

Roanoke Relay for Life
June 4-5, 2010
www.RoanokeRelay.org

Salem Relay for Life
June 18-19,2010
www.SalemRelayforLife.org

Visit our websites or call
for more information: 540-
774-2716

is a great time of fellow-
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ROANOKE DISTRICT UNITED METHODIST WOMEN

Nancy Sasser, District President

VA Conference United Methodist
Women just announced that they ex-
ceeded their 2009 Pledge to Mission.
Our goal was $ 760,000.00, but in early
January, our Conference Treasurer,
Harriette Droke, announced that we
were short by $ 6,3231.52. Our Con-
ference President challenged us this
way: “If 100 women give $ 65.00 each,
we can achieve this goal.” Mrs. Droke
reported that in just five days she re-
ceived over $ 7,000.00 and we made
our Pledge. We exceeded our goal by
$ 2,000.07. This was made possible
through gifts of units, districts and indi-
viduals. Funds received from the Roa-
noke District during this challenge to-
taled $ 890.00. Many thanks to all that
made this happen.

The Pledge to Mission news came about
the same time we learned about the
Earthquake in Haiti. The generous giv-

ing of United Methodist Women and
the United Methodist Church will go a
long way in helping out the thousands
devastated by this natural disaster.
Many prayers have been lifted up on
behalf of the Haitian people and the
countless number of people rushing to
their aid.

United Methodist Women on the Roa-
noke District will gather on February 6,
2010 in the Chapel at Thrasher Memo-
rial for our annual Officer Training
Event. Any UMW member is invited to
attend and if you are in a church with-
out a unit but would like to know more
about our Mission Work and Focus,
please plan to attend. Registration be-
gins at 9:00 am and we will conclude by
12:00 noon. Come prepared to ask
your questions and learn more about

United Methodist Women.

Roancke District
Unifed Metho dist Women

Call for Prayer Shawls & Baby Blankets
for Assembly 2010 in St. Louis, MO.
Many of you have already been working
on this ministry and this is an opportu-
nity to help out again. The blankets
and shawls should be hand made from
fabric, knitted or crocheted. The pre-
pared items, should be taken first to
your local church to be blessed and
then sent to Linda C. Douglas at
Women'’s Division by March |I*. Her
address and other information can be
found on the following website:
www.umwmission.org and click on
“Assembly 2010”. You can also contact
Ms. Douglas at ldouglas@gbgm-umc.org
or by calling 212-870-3573. (This infor-
mation came from an article in the
NEWS-United Methodist Women
newspaper from the Mission Resource

Center.)

PRAY. GIVE. CONNECT. HELP HAITI EARTHQUAKE VICTIMS

Following the massive earthquake in Haiti, United Methodists are asked to: 1) Pray for Haiti and for those in-
volved in rescue efforts; 2) Give generously to United Methodist Committee on Relief (UMCOR); 3) As-
semble and ship health kits to UMCOR.

Virginia Conference churches are urged to take a special offering for Haiti earthquake recovery.
Donations can be sent to the Conference Treasurer’s office designated for UMCOR Haiti emergency Advance
#418325.

United Methodist Communications continues to provide news coverage of the situation in Haiti, including how
the church is responding, at www.umc.org/haiti. This site also includes other resources available for churches
and members who want to help.

More information is on the Southeast Jurisdiction United Methodist Volunteers in Mission (UMVIM) web site,
Www.umvim.org.



http://www.umwmission.org/
mailto:ldouglas@gbgm-umc.org
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CAMP ALTA MONS NEWS

Bright white snow. Bare brown branches. Crackling fires. ~ Winter retreats at Alta Mons are quiet, peaceful and re-
storative. But as the days lengthen, and the snow melts, there is, in every living thing at camp, the promise of a spring and sum-

mer in all their glory. We’re getting ready, and we invite you to join us in getting ready for the beauty that is unfolding.

First, you are invited to  Lenten Lunches every Sunday from February 7 to March 28 from 1-2:30 p.m. We’'ll have time for
Lenten study and a delicious fellowship lunch, as we prepare for Easter.

At the February 20 Paul Bunyan Day volunteers join camp staff from 9 a.m. through the afternoon to prepare the camp
for spring. All hands are needed, and you are invited to bring chain saws, wood splitters and trucks to clear trails and haul

wood. Lunch is provided.

Next step in getting ready is opening up the calendar to pick your dates for your family reunion, group retreat,
camping and summer camp. Invite your family and friends. These are wonderful times to share.

Get ready for summer camp!!  Our theme this year is “Handle with Care”, in which campers will experience through ac-
tivities and worship how God made us for relationships with God, with each other and with all of creation. Of course we are
also getting ready for all the traditional camp fun -- nature study, crafts, pool, fishing, hiking, field games, ropes courses, camp-
outs, music, skits and more. To help you and your high school, middle school and elementary school children and grandchil-
dren to get ready, we already have the camp brochure and registration forms on the internet, or you can call the camp office

for a brochure.

Yes, it is important to savor the beauties of the winter season. But we are also getting ready, and getting excited to experience
the joy of spring and summer at Camp Alta Mons. We look forward to welcoming you.

Peace,
The Camp Alta Mons Staff
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